
1 
 

MOIRA 

VALLEY 

NEWS 

December 2018
                 

The Benefits of Being Gullible 
Tom Holmes 

As many of you know, my brother-in-law died a few 

weeks back.  We are not exactly sure of the date.  The 

last contact we had with him was a message on 

facebook saying he had a bad cold and wouldn’t be 

joining us for Thanksgiving dinner.  Two weeks later, 

we got concerned so we went to check on him.  Before 

we even opened his door, we knew he had died. 

All deaths are a tragedy, but perhaps even more so, 

when a person dies alone.  After all, we are made to live 

in relationships with others. 

He was fifty-five years old.  His birthday was just a 

couple of weeks prior.  That may seem young but for 

Steven it was a miracle of sorts.  He had not been 

expected to live beyond early adulthood. 

He was diagnosed with Type 1 diabetes at age 

five.  Even the best specialists in the country failed to 

help Steven get his blood sugar under control.  He was 

labeled “brittle” because his glucose levels would 

swing from what should have been comatose levels on 

the high side to what should have been comatose levels 

on the low end, in a matter of an hour or so.  If he caught 

a cold, got a sunburn, exerted himself for even short 

periods of time, or for no reason at all, his blood sugar 

levels would go wild.  There wasn’t a single component 

of his body that had not suffered irreparable damage 

over his lifetime.  But it wasn’t really diabetes that 

killed him.  It was minds closed to the notion they could 

be wrong. 

Within the past year and a half, a researcher 

documented Steven’s glucose swings for three 

days.  For 72 hours he was confined to bed, ate a very 

strict diet that was monitored by team of nurses who 

were with him every hour, day and night, to make sure 

he wasn’t somehow sneaking food.  His blood sugar 

levels remained erratic and subject to large swings.  The 

researcher’s conclusion was something to the effect 

that even though it was completely impossible, 

Steven’s pancreas must have been working 

intermittently.   

As it turned out, Steve was not a true Type 1 diabetic, 

because Type 1 diabetes means the pancreas does not 

produce insulin at all.  Obviously, Steven’s condition 

didn’t exist.  There is no cure or even treatment for 

something that does not occur.  Steven died because 

even with all of the evidence to the contrary, once he 

was labeled as a Type 1 diabetic, no one considered 

even looking any further.  Steven died because of 

closed minds. 

The world of that first Christmas was no different.  The 

“religious” were not part of the story.  It was Mary’s 

devotion to her God that allowed her to have enough 

belief to explore the possibility of the seeming 

impossible.  It was Joseph’s love for Mary that cracked 

the rigid rules of his traditions.  It was the hope in a 

better tomorrow that drove the shepherds to the manger 

and it was the magi’s faith in their science, which we 

would call fanciful superstition that drew them to see 

the new born king.  No priests, no rabbi’s, no temple 
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attenders, none of the high and mighty of Jewish 

society were present. 

Most would say the story that began in earnest on that 

census-day night and runs through to the empty grave 

is absurd, ridiculous and not even worth our 

consideration.  And yet, for two thousand years, people 

have found hope, new life and purpose because they 

were obviously either so dumb or desperate, they chose 

to open their hearts and minds to the impossible. 

What about you? 

Our 2018 Christmas Sharing 
John Anstey, Chair 

“…Give and you will receive. Your gift will return to 

you in full—pressed down, shaken together to make 

room for more, running over, and poured into your 

lap.  The amount you give will determine the amount 

you get back.” (Luke 6:38 NLT) 

Eight years ago, we took a step of faith.  After many 

years of depending on the Christmas Offering to boost 

our General Funds, we decided to give that offering 

away.  We also decided that we would distribute the 

monies collected according to a pre-set formula: 25% 

to the Emergency Relief Fund of the Mission and 

Service Fund of the United Church of Canada, 12 ½ 

% to People Helping People and another 12 ½ % to the 

Salvation Army Food Bank with the remaining 50% 

to be used by each Congregation as they saw fit as long 

as it helped them “be more relevant in our local 

community.”   

To date over $18,000 has been raised within the 

Pastoral Charge which means that about $9000 went to 

those designated agencies and the other $9000 was 

retained by Trinity, Roslin U.C. and by Thomasburg 

U.C. for their local projects.  This money has assisted 

both children and older adults.  Trinity, Roslin has 

subsidized over one hundred Foot Care Clinic 

appointments and the last two springs, Trinity Roslin 

hosted  “Aging Well Seminars” to help seniors, and 

those approaching that age, to be aware of programs, 

opportunities and pitfalls to having a healthy and 

interesting life. 

Thomasburg helped make possible a full week of Quin-

Mo-Lac Camp, for underprivileged children, not 

connected to the church and who would never have had 

the opportunity otherwise. 

We want this tradition to both continue and to grow.  To 

that end we would like to see donations surpass last 

year’s remarkable totals. This means that between 

December 9, 2018 and January 13, 2019 we are 

hoping for donations to exceed $3000.  Baring another 

natural disaster, this goal is challenging but not 

impossible. 

As in the past we are not suggesting you redirect your 

regular tithes, offerings or gifts.  They are needed to 

meet the day to day expenses.  What we are asking is 

that you to take some time, review your budget, and 

ask, “God, how much should I give?”    

You are invited to participate in this opportunity to 

serve God by serving others… 

• By Direct Delivery: Place your “Christmas 

Offering” envelope on the collection plate at 

any of our regular Sunday services in either 

church.  Please use the “Christmas Offering” 

envelope for this special Christmas Offering 

only!   

• By Mail addressed to: “your church” 

c/o Roslin-Thomasburg Pastoral Charge,   

 122 Clare St. 

Thomasburg, ON   K0K 3H0 

• Online in partnership with CanadaHelps.Org, 

through our website rtpc.org by following the 

“Donate Now” link to the church of your 

choice. 

• By Praying for those in need and those reaching 

out to help. 

Please join with us as together, we seek to serve God 

by making meaningful contributions to the lives of 

those here at home and on distant shores.   

If you have any suggestions to help us be more relevant 

in our local community, or how we can effectively 

direct our donations please contact a Board member. 

Thank you and May God richly bless you so that 

through you, others may be blessed as well. 
(On behalf of the Joint Board of the Roslin-Thomasburg Pastoral 

Charge) 

God Still Moves Stones 
Contributed by Tom Holmes 

I came across this article created by Max Lucado.   I 

thought it may be timely for some.  So, I thought I’d 

pass it along. 
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So, all this was done that it might be fulfilled which was spoken 

by the Lord through the prophet, saying: “Behold, the virgin 

shall be with child, and bear a Son, and they shall call His name 

Immanuel,” which is translated, “God with us.” — Matthew 

1:22-23 

On the night when Jesus was born, I wonder if Joseph 

ever prayed, “Father, this all seems so… bizarre.  The 

angel you sent?  Any chance you could send another?  

If not an angel, maybe a person?  Some company would 

be nice. Even a shepherd would do.” 

Perhaps he did.  Perhaps he didn’t.  But you probably 

have. 

You’ve stood where Joseph stood.  Caught between 

what God says and what makes sense.  You’ve done 

what He told you to do only to wonder if it was Him 

speaking in the first place.  You’ve stared into a sky 

blackened with doubt.  And you’ve asked what Joseph 

asked. 

You’ve asked if you’re still on the right road.  You’ve 

asked if you were supposed to turn left when you turned 

right.  And you’ve asked if there is a plan behind this 

scheme. 

Things haven’t turned out as you thought they would. 

Each of us knows what it’s like to search the night for 

a light.  Not outside a stable, but perhaps outside an 

emergency room or on the manicured grass of a 

cemetery.  We’ve asked our questions.  We’ve 

questioned God’s plan.  And we’ve wondered why God 

does what God does. 

The Bethlehem sky was not the first to hear the 

pleadings of a confused pilgrim. 

If you are asking what Joseph asked, let me urge you to 

do what Joseph did. Obey.  That’s what he did.  He 

obeyed when the angel called, when Mary explained, 

and when God sent. 

He was obedient when the 

sky was bright… and when 

it was dark. 

He didn’t let his confusion 

disrupt his obedience.  He 

didn’t know everything.  

But he did what he 

knew.  He shut down his 

business, packed up his 

family, and went to another country.  Why? Because 

that’s what God said to do. 

What about you?  Just like Joseph, you can’t see the 

whole picture.  Just like Joseph, your task is to see that 

Jesus is brought into your part of the world.  And just 

like Joseph, you have a choice: to obey or disobey.  

Because Joseph obeyed, God used him to change the 

world. 

Can He do the same with you? 

God still looks for Josephs today.  Men and women 

who believe that God is not through with this 

world.  Common people who serve an uncommon God. 

Will you be that kind of person? Will you serve… even 

when you don’t understand? 

No, the Bethlehem sky was not the last to hear the 

pleadings of an honest heart.  And perhaps God didn’t 

answer every question for Joseph.  But He answered the 

most important one. “Are you still with me, 

God?”  And through the first cries of the God-child the 

answer came. 

“Yes, Joseph. I’m with you.” 

Through the small face of the stable-born Baby, He 

says yes. 

Yes, your sins are forgiven.  Yes, your name is written 

in Heaven.  Yes, death has been defeated.  

And yes, God has entered your world. 

Immanuel. God is with us. 

Kente Presbyterial UCW Update 
Contributed by Barb Sararas 

The Prince Edward Region and the Hastings Region 

held fall rallies. At the Prince Edward rally in 

Wellington, Rev Lynn Donovan from Presbyterian 

Church in Picton, gave an interesting insight into a 

program called “Reaching for Rainbows’ which she 

was instrumental in starting. It is an after-school 

program for vulnerable young girls between six and 

nine yrs. of age to help 

them develop needed life 

skills and self-esteem. The 

girls are referred to the 

program by schools, 

agencies and parents.  At 

the Hastings Rally at St 

John’s in Tweed, Wendy 

and John Anstey showed 

slides and talked about their experience with a medical 

mission to Kenya with the Mully foundation. St. John’s 

Men's Coffee Time 
Roslin Church Hall 

starts Tuesday, Jan. 8, 2019. 
 9:30 to 11 am. 
All welcome. 

Volunteers needed 
call Joan at 613 477 2759 
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Council showed appreciation to the UCW by supplying 

lunch. 

The next event was the Conference UCW Midweek 

event hosted by Kente Presbyterial UCW at St. Mark’s 

Cannifton.   The theme for the day was ‘New 

Beginnings’. Guest speaker, Dr. Pam Holmes, used 

stories from the book of Ezra and stories of her own life 

to remind us that we experience new beginnings all the 

time. We need to listen to God 

and embrace the challenges. 

There were many positive 

comments on her message and 

her enthusiasm. Congratulations 

from Kente Presbyterial  UCW 

on her acceptance for ordination 

in the United Church of Canada. 

Narda Julg brought greetings 

from the Tyendinega  Mohawk 

Territory. She spoke briefly on 

reconciliation, reminding us to 

be reconciled with our own 

families and each other, 

regardless of the ethnic or religious background. 

 The group ’Praise Friends’ added to the success of the 

day with a mini concert of sacred and secular songs. 

The surprise for the day was a funny but thought-

provoking skit performed by several ladies of 

Lakeridge Presbyterial. They donned potato bag hats 

and spoke of the ‘tater’ family that might be present in 

any group. Are you the’ dic-tater’, the ‘spec-tater’, the 

agi-tater’ or one of the other ‘tater’ cousins? 

This was a wonderful day. 

Help! Help!  As you know there have been changes 

taking place in the church over the past year. Back in 

January, a rumor circulated that the UCW would no 

longer have the same structure. However, as the year 

progressed, we were told that the UCW could stay in 

the same structure, the same names we have now or do 

something new. For the next year or more, the 

presbyterials in Region 11(which we are in) will remain 

the same. The Conference level will still be there minus 

2 presbyterials on the east side which are moving to 

Region 12. However, Kente Presbyterial needs help!  I 

wish to step down from president and because of the 

rumor I did not seek to fill any 

vacant executive positions. At the 

last Plan and Share meeting we 

decided to try one more year as a 

presbyterial to give more time to 

look at alternatives. So, if you can 

help please let me know. 

At the National UCW, the new 

president is Beulah Hayley from 

Newfoundland. The new project 

is ‘Women for Change, Zambia’. 

The goal is to combat poverty by 

enabling girls to stay in school. It 

will involve raising money to 

send to local partners in Zambia, through the Mission 

and Service Fund. This will be in effect until 2022 when 

the NUCW meets in the Maritimes in June or July. 

On the lighter side, a UCW person, Billy Graham and 

Mohammed were travelling together in an airplane that 

crashed and they were killed. When they arrived in 

heaven, St. Peter said “You are early and I wasn’t 

expecting you.  I have no accommodation for you but 

I’ll check with Lucifer”. So, he calls and says” Hey 

Luce, I need a place for three people for a few days. 

Well, Lucifer thought he couldn’t refuse since the 

request was coming from heaven, so he replies, “Send 

them down”. After one day St. Peter gets a phone call. 

It is from Lucifer who says “Help! Help!” St Peter asks, 

“What is the matter- is Billy Graham preaching 

salvation’’? Lucifer replies “I wish! I wish!” Then St. 

Peter asks, “well then is Mohammad preaching about 

the peace and mercy of Islam”?  St Peter again replies 

“I wish! I wish!”  So, St. Peter asks” “Is the UCW 

person talking too much”?  Lucifer in anguish replies” 

NO!!  SHE HAS STARTED A FUND RAISER FOR 

AN AIR CONDITIONER”. 

UCW Coming Events: 

February 13, 2019:  
Plan and Share  

Emmanuel UC Foxboro  
9 am to noon 

April 10, 2019:  
Kente Presbyterial AGM  
College Hill UC, Belleville 

April 25, 2019 
Conference UCW AGM 

   Trinity UC, Napanee 
Speaker: Beulah Hayley, NUCW President 

"Merry Christmas” 
from the Thomasburg Board of Stewards. 

Tis the season to count your blessings and be 

thankful. The Stewards would like to take this 

opportunity to express our appreciation to all 

those who volunteered time and donations. Your 

generous support has made this another successful 

year.  Happy new year to everyone." 
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News from Kente Presbytery 
Submitted by Beth Rushton, Trinity Roslin Presbytery 

Representative and Marie Northey Thomasburg Presbytery 

Representative 

Greetings! The final meeting of Kente Presbytery was 

held in October at St. Mark’s Cannifton with a 

Celebration Dinner in November at the Banquet Centre. 

The meeting in October was a very emotional gathering 

for many as they saw it as an ending while others 

viewed it as the beginning of a new venture for the 

United Church as it moves to a regional format. 

Pam Holmes was reappointed to Rednersville-Albury 

and has been approved for ordination. Bloomfield U.C. 

Has declared a vacancy. St. Matthews will be looking 

for a half time minister. Rev. Phil Hobbs has been 

approved for Pastoral care position at Bridge St. filling 

in for Vicki Fulcher. Diane McCracken was approved 

as a licensed lay minister on completion of the course. 

Funds were approved for support of Inclusivity 

Conference sponsored by the United Nations 

Association Quinte Branch to take place at the end of 

November. 

A regional council meeting will be held in May 2019. 

Camp Quin Mo Lac and Quinte Deaf Fellowship grants 

were approved as submitted. A bonus was approved for 

Louise Wood for her increased workload as Kente 

winds down. 

Rev. Ryan McNally led in worship with the theme 

“One in Christ”. It was a wonderful service of hymns, 

scripture, celebration of Holy Communion and 

reaffirmation of Baptism. 

The Celebration dinner was a time of socializing, carol 

singing, good food and lots of laughter. A presentation 

by Marg Goodwin called “Marg’s Christmas cake” was 

a highlight! 

Trinity Roslin Financial Report 

(for the 9 months ending 30 September 2018) 
Submitted by Sharon Tufts, Treasurer, Trinity, Roslin 

Revenues and Expenses 

Envelope Donations $25,924  

Memorial donations $  2,501  

Fundraising & UCW $  4,950  

Total $33,375  

Pastoral Charge Share 
(Salary, building insurance, 

etc.) 

$31,734  

Other Expenses $  6,776  

Total $38,510  

Difference  -$5,135 

Mission and Service Fund donations to September 30, 

2018 are $2,357.  This is 59% of our goal for 2018. 

Many thanks and much appreciation go to those who 

maintain regular donations during the summer holiday 

month and the church year.  Our survival depends on 

the ongoing financial support of our entire church 

community as well as the regular church attendees. 

Please prayerfully consider how you can offer support 

to our church.  

Trinity United Church Roslin will gratefully receive 

your charitable donations: 

• by cheque (or post-dated cheques) directly to: 

Lois Thompson, P.O Box 581, Stirling K0K 

3E0 Ph. 613-395-5901 

• through www.canadahelps.org directly to 

Trinity United Church Roslin 

• by PAR (monthly pre-authorized remittance) 

contact: 

Sharon Tufts, 546 Scuttlehole Rd, Plainfield 

K0K 2V0   613-477-1282  Email: 

sharon.tufts@sympatico.ca 

The PAR program is widely used by many churches 

and is an excellent way to maintain a monthly 

donation of support to your church.

Late for Bible Class 

A little girl, dressed in her Sunday best, was running as fast as she could, trying not to be late for Bible class. As 

she ran, she prayed, "Dear Lord, please don't let me be late! Dear Lord, please don't let me be late!" 

While she was running and praying, she tripped on a curb and fell, getting her clothes dirty and tearing her dress. 

She got up, brushed herself off, and started running again. As she ran, she once again began to pray, "Dear Lord, 

please don't let me be late...But please don't shove me either!"   
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Coming Events December 2018 to January 2019 

December 2018 

All Sunday Services in December will begin at 10:00 

am. in Thomasburg United. 

Dec. 1, World AIDS Day 

Dec. 2, First of Advent, Communion 

Dec. 4, 12:30 pm. at Trinity United: Roslin 

United Church Women.  Roll Call: 

Mitten Tree 

Dec. 6, National Day of Action on 

Violence against Women 

Dec. 9, Second of Advent, Human 

Rights Sunday 

Dec. 9, after the morning service: the 

Thomasburg stewards invite everyone to a 

Christmas Brunch.  If able, 

bring one main and one dessert 

(there's always plenty).  Join us 

for festive munching and 

chatting. 

Dec. 10, Human Rights Day 

Dec. 12, 1:30 pm. Thomasburg United Church: 

Moira-Thomasburg United Church Women.  

Please bring cookies, etc. to pack Christmas plates. 

Dec. 16, Third of Advent 

Dec. 16, 7:00 pm. at Thomasburg United Church: 

Blue Christmas Service

Dec. 23, Fourth of Advent 

Dec. 24, 7:00 pm. at Thomasburg United Church: 

Christmas Eve Service. 

Dec. 25, Christmas Day (No Service) 

Dec. 30, First Sunday after Christmas 

 

January 2019 

All Sunday Services in January will 

begin at 10:00 am. at Trinity United, 

Roslin, ON  

Jan. 1, New Year’s Day  

Jan. 6, Epiphany  

Jan 8, 1:30 pm. at Trinity United: Roslin United 

Church Women.  Roll Call: Food Bank 

Jan. 9: Moira-Thomasburg 

United Church Women 

Jan. 13, The Baptism of the 

Lord  

Jan. 17, 6:30, 7:30 pm. at Thomasburg: Joint Session 

and then Joint Board.  Year End Reports due. 

Jan. 18, Week of Prayer for Christian Unity begins  

Jan. 20, 2nd Sunday after Epiphany  

Jan 22, 2:00 pm. at Moira Place: Chapel Service. 

Jan. 25, Week of Prayer for Christian Unity ends  

Jan. 27, 3rd Sunday after Epiphany 

 

Please 

remember 

Christmas 

Offering 

If thIs year ChrIstmas won’t feel lIke “the most wonderful tIme of the year”… 

Come and Join us at 

7:00 pm. on December 16 at Thomasburg United for a 

Blue Christmas Service 

Christmas Eve Service 
7: 00 pm.  Thomasburg United 

Dec. 9 

Thomasburg Steward’s 

Brunch 

Jan. 17, at Thomasburg 6:30/7:30 - Joint Session and then Joint Board.  Year End Reports due. 

Merry Christmas 

Happy New Year 


