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So, What’s Up with Our 

Pastoral Charge? 

In June, special meetings of our 

Joint Session, Joint Board and both 

Board of Trustees approved three 

initiatives: to upgrade the 60-Watt 

service at Trinity, Roslin to 200, to 

install new audiovisual equipment 

in both congregational homes and 

to allow our minister to begin a 

Contemporary Worship Service. 

As I write this, the work on the 

power upgrade is nearly 

complete.  Marie Northey, our 

Grant Acquisitions Officer was 

instrumental in Kente Presbytery 

granting Trinity Roslin permission 

to use reserve monies from the 

Manse Fund to meet the expenses 

required.  In addition, she helped 

us secure a $5,000 grant towards 

the cost of the audiovisual 

equipment and an additional 

$1,500 from the General Council 

Technology Grant.  The oversight 

of the power upgrade, along with 

the carpentry work that needed to 

be done as a result was, as usual, 

expertly handled by Harold 

Reid.  To both, we owe a debt of 

gratitude. 

Soon we will purchase the phase 

one equipment – projectors and 

screens.  Once that is done, we will 

be accepting offers of help for the 

actual installation.  At that point, 

we can move on to phase two – 

replacing the sound equipment in 

both churches.  Once again, Marie 

will be filling out forms in an 

attempt to secure more funding 

from Conference and General 

Council.  Phases three, four and 

five will involve multi-channel 

sound boards, hearing assistive 

headsets and video recording 

equipment, not necessarily in that 

order.  Soon, we will have to deal 

with copyright licenses and 

internet access. 

Why go to all this time and 

expense?  Because we live in the 

twenty-first century.  We can no 

longer assume people will just 

attend out of the blue or that as 

people who don’t attend church, 

will be comfortable in an 

environment that is totally foreign 

to the rest of the world in which 

they, and we, live. 

So, What’s Up with The 

United Church of Canada? 

As expected, General Council 43 

(our governing body) ratified all 

the remits set before it.  So, on 

January 1, 2019, the structure of 

our church will change 

dramatically. General Council will 

be replaced with a National 

Council, most of the functions of 

Conferences and Presbyteries will 

give way to Regional Councils and 

Pastoral Charges will be officially 

known as Communities of 

Faith.  We will be part of Region 

11. 

Settlement and Transfer 

committees will no longer 

exist.  Communities of Faith will 

find their own ministers through 

their Needs Assessment and 

Search Committees. 

The church will have a new Office 

of Vocation overseen by an elected 

body that honours intercultural 

mission and ministry in 

church.  This Office will manage 
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all things related to ministry and 

elect a Board of Vocation 

comprised of ministers and 

laypeople from across the 

church.  The Office is accountable 

to this board.  With input from 

regional councils, the Board will 

establish standards for education, 

training, admissions, and 

accreditation. 

There will be one assessment 

model to fund the denominational 

and regional councils that is more 

equitable and transparent, and 

fairly recognizes rural and smaller 

congregations’ financial 

constraints.  The denominational 

council will assess pastoral 

charges to cover the costs of 

governance and support services.  

Governance and associated 

support services at all levels of the 

church will be funded through 

these assessments.  A consistent, 

revenue-based assessment formula 

(4.5 percent) will replace the more 

than 30 different formulas 

currently in place.  Mission & 

Service donations will be used 

solely to fund the church’s 

ministry and mission. 

A new ministry status - ministry 

partner - will identify ministers 

serving in the United Church under 

mutual recognition 

agreements.  While under 

appointment or call, a ministry 

partner would be equivalent to an 

ordered minister in terms of 

membership and 

responsibilities.  Ministry partners 

will be eligible for calls or 

appointments just like any other 

United Church minister.  A similar 

category and process for ministry 

partners is being created in partner 

denominations. 

There will be a new, flexible 

process for becoming a member of 

the Order of Ministry (ordained or 

diaconal minister.)  The 

Candidacy Pathway will allow 

those who feel called to ministry 

leadership to enter the pathway 

through the candidacy boards 

within the Office of Vocation.  In 

the pathway each candidate will 

move through the phases of the 

pathway in ways that suit their own 

situation.  There will also be 

ongoing conversation about how 

the pathway may best work for 

intercultural churches. 

Full members will now allow 

adherents to vote on all matters at 

community of faith 

meetings.  This change will allow 

local ministries to vary their 

membership policy to suit their 

situations. 

Many months ago, a team of 

dedicated people, assuming the 

changes would be ratified, began 

“fleshing out” the mechanics and 

mechanisms of our new 

structure.  Quality candidates have 

been selected to fill key positions 

and processes refined to align with 

the new structure.  However, even 

with the hard work of these 

individuals, they are only 

human.  The chances of them 

thinking and preparing for 

everything is slim.  So, we will 

need to be patient as our new 

structure becomes a reality. 

In addition, we have a new 

Moderator.  The Right Reverend 

Richard Bott currently lives in 

Vancouver.  He is divorced, and 

co-parents a 15-year-old daughter.  

The eldest of three children, he 

grew up in Marathon, Ont.  He has 

served as a minister in both 

Ontario and British Columbia, and 

along with the Rev. Dave 

Anderson, lead pastor at Eagle 

Ridge United in Coquitlam, B.C., 

has created Immersion, a 

curriculum for people new to the 

United Church.  Soon to be widely 

available, it is not only 

informational but experiential, 

with a commitment to both 

communal and individual spiritual 

practices.  It reflects Bott’s belief 

that Christianity is a deeply lived, 

transformative experience. 

Kente Presbyterial UCW 

News 

Quin-Mo-Lac. 

The annual retreat of the Bay of 

Quinte Conference UCW, hosted 

by Shining Waters Presbyterial 

UCW, was held at Camp Quin-

Mo-Lac  on Sept 7,8,and 9. The 

warmth of seeing old friends and 

making new ones and the activities 

of the weekend made us forget the 

cool weather. There were 117 

ladies registered with 21 of them 

being new campers.  The theme 

was ‘Life’s Journey’ and the 

speaker was Rev. Takouhi  

Demirdjian-Petro of the Elgin-

Portland Pastoral Charge. The 

music for the weekend was 

provided by Lois McLeod with her 

guitar which added to the camping 

atmosphere. 

On Friday evening, we were 

introduced to our theme speaker 

who sparked our interest for what 

was to come on Sat & Sun. Later 

we were entertained by the 

Dukelow family from Lakefield. 

Dad and six young people from the 

age of seven to sixteen kept us in 

awe with their talent on violins, 

keyboard, accordion, Irish whistle, 

guitar, voice and step dancing. 

What a treat!  Following the 

Vesper service, Bev Gough took 

ladies out on the lake in the big 

voyageur canoe 3 times. A special 

guest on each trip, Wendell White, 

told stories of the legends of Moira 

Lake. 

Our Saturday activities included 

worship, skits, workshops, prayer 

circle and the guest speaker. The 

workshops included Nature Walk, 
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Introduction to Healing Pathways, 

Painting a Prayer Stone, and Your 

Legacy.  Each participant chooses 

two workshops.  I chose Your 

Legacy (not $$$). The message 

was that how other people 

remember us is our legacy. It 

reminded me of the book How to 

Be a Sweet Old Lady and Not a 

Grumpy Old Grouch. I chose to 

paint a design on a prayer stone as 

my other activity. In the evening 5 

talented summer camp counselors 

returned to entertain us and to do 

the vesper service. 

The highlight of the weekend was 

Rev Takouhi who spoke both Sat 

and Sun. She was born in Beirut, 

Lebanon to an Armenian 

family.   At 15 yrs. of age she 

received a visa to go to United 

States. By then she had to travel 

through the mountainous roads of 

Lebanon into Syria to Damascus 

airport, so she could join her eldest 

sister in Los Angeles.   She came 

to Canada in June 1986 when the 

Canadian government gave 

permission to Lebanese citizens to 

take refuge in Canada and call it 

home. In 2005 she began her 

journey to become an ordained 

minister.  In 2011, she became the 

first Armenian woman to be 

ordained in United Church of 

Canada. For 2 years she served in 

the Eastern Townships of 

Quebec.  In 2013, she was called to 

serve God in the Elgin-Portland 

Pastoral Charge, where she had 

served her internship and spent 2 

months as a student minister 

before ordination. Rev Takouhi 

has started her sabbatical by 

returning to Lebanon after 35 years 

to visit her childhood homeland. 

Her sabbatical project is to 

promote and support education for 

refugees. The Elgin-Portland 

Pastoral Charge, the surrounding 

community and other groups 

including Conference UCW raised 

$23,000 to be forwarded to 

different schools and churches in 

Lebanon who are embracing 

displaced students, no matter what 

their faith and ethnicity is. At the 

end of the day all are created by in 

the image of God and ALL are 

beloved.  

Using the stories of Ruth and 

Naomi, and Esther from the Bible 

and stories of her own life, Rev 

Takouhi encouraged us not to be 

afraid of change. Everyone is on a 

Life Journey and our attitude to 

different situations determines 

how we react.   Over and over we 

were reminded that we are God’s 

beloved and to Love 

Unconditionally, Live Faithfully 

and be Grateful with every beat of 

your heart.  Her great sense of 

humour made her presentations 

easy to listen to. 

You can learn more about her by 

going to her website, 

www.revtakouhi . The 

presentations that she gave are also 

on Facebook.    

Conference UCW 

Workshop 

Frankford United Church on Oct 
3rd.  9am 

Dr. Rev. Larry Doyle will address the 
theme of ’The United Church, Its 

Changes and You’ 
Elaine Farley, 4 Rivers Presbyterial 

Archivist will also speak. 
Register by Sept 25th to Charlotte Hoy 

at charlotte_hoy@hotmail.com. 
If the deadline is passed you can 

check with Charlotte to see if space 
is still available.  Lunch is $12 

Conference Midweek Event 

Oct 17.2018 at St. Mark’s UC in 
Cannifton 

Theme: New Beginnings 
Guest Speaker: Dr. Pam Holmes 

Musical Interlude by “Praise Friends” 
Cost is $20, Register by Sept 30 

Registration forms available from 
Barbara S at bsararas@aol.com 

 

 

 

Practices, Sonic Booms and 

the Avro Arrow 
Tom Holmes 

Not too long before I started 

school, we moved from the centre 

of Trenton to the south-east side, 

directly under the flightpath of 

planes taking off and landing at 

what is now CFB Trenton.  Three 

of my fondest memories were the 

practices for the air show in 

Toronto, the huge bangs that shook 

our house when planes broke the 

sound barrier and the few times I 

saw the Avro Arrow taking off 

from Trenton directly overhead. 

Practices for the air show always 

included new planes.  The sonic 

booms often materialized during 

those practices as new planes were 

“showing off their stuff.”  And 

yes, I know that the “true” version 

of history is that the Arrow never 

flew out of Trenton, even though it 

flew right over my head on more 

than one occasion.  At least once, 

many of my boyhood friends were 

present with me. 

Perhaps I am getting old enough 

that my memory is not only 

slipping but I have somehow 

manufactured those 

memories.  But the Avro Arrow 

was a very distinctive plane with 

its triangular shape and square 

engine covers. 

Another memory I hold dear is that 

of encountering God for the first 

time.  It was like I was filled to 

overflowing with the same God I 

had read about in the Bible.  In that 

moment, my perspective was 

completely changed.  I now saw 

the stupidity of many of my 

previously held 

http://www.revtakouhi/
mailto:charlotte_hoy@hotmail.com
mailto:bsararas@aol.com
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assumptions.  From that point on, 

my life took on a new direction. 

I am not sure if the old-style air 

shows let alone their practices 

continue.  I think sonic booms 

have been outlawed.  And, as for 

the Avro Arrow, it has 

disappeared.  But does that mean 

they never existed?  I have never 

experienced God in quite the same 

way that I did in 1975 but does that 

mean it never happened?  I dare 

say that even if I was presented 

with overwhelming evidence that 

my memories are little more than 

hallucinations, I would probably 

ignore the “evidence” and hang on 

to the memories.  Why?  Because 

those memories are ones that 

helped to define who I am and to 

differing degrees, made me and my 

life better. 

What about you?  Do you have a 

“self-defining” memory?  Has that 

experience made you a better 

person?  Do you remember a time 

when it seemed you were captured 

by God?  I hope so.  If not, ask God 

to give you an experience that you 

can hang on to for the rest of your 

life that tells you over and over 

again, “You are not alone.” 

’Tis the Season 

Guess what’s coming.  

Thanksgiving?  Christmas?  New 

Year’s?  Yes, but guess what else 

– a whack of cards and letters 

asking you to support a myriad of 

very worthwhile charities.  Why?  

Because experience has shown 

that people are the most generous 

in the last quarter of the year.  

Why?  The “Christmas-

effect”.  Just because people 

neither make a profession of faith 

nor attend church does not mean 

that they are unaffected by the air 

of generosity that permeates our 

North American culture before, 

during and even, for a short time, 

after Christmas.  As your minister, 

I encourage you to be as generous 

as you can. 

But I would like you to remember 

that the ministries, both current 

and potential, of our pastoral 

charge could use your support as 

well.  Our Christmas Sharing 

Campaign and our audiovisual and 

contemporary service initiatives 

are all important to our future and 

the future of our communities.  We 

may be old, but we are not without 

possibilities when it comes to 

living out the gospel. 

Life is Just a Bowl of 

Peaches 

Everything’s been peachy at my 

house recently. And it’s driving 

me bananas! 

Our freezer’s so full of frozen 

peaches that there is little room 

for any other frozen assets. Our 

refrigerator’s so full of stewed 

peaches and peach jam that 

there’s little room for ham and 

bologna. And our tummies are so 

full of peach pies, peach cobblers 

and peach ‘surprises’ that we are 

ready to join Peaches 

Anonymous. 

It all started about a month ago. 

The two little peach trees in our 

back yard have always been a 

particular delight to me. They 

never have expected me to give 

them special food, water, care, or 

even conversation. They have just 

waited there quietly every year to 

blossom forth in spring and fruit 

forth I n summer with a small 

harvest of outrageously delicious 

peaches.  We would eat the 

peaches fresh from the tree, make 

some peach pies, and share a few 

with neighbours.  

But last year, a spring frost hit at 

the height of peach blooming 

season so there was not one peach 

on either tree. I moaned and 

groaned all summer about no 

peaches being the pits.  This year 

I’ve been moaning and groaning 

for a different reason.  Those two 

little trees seemed determined to 

make up for last year’s 

fruitlessness. They blossomed 

forth with so much fruit that their 

branches sagged to the ground. 

Suddenly one day, they began to 

bombard me in bushels and pecks 

until I had peaches up to my neck! 

At first, I was so pleased playing 

Farmer Brown, carrying g in my 

crop every day, peeling and 

pitting and freezing and baking. 

But then the harvest began to get 

ahead of me. No matter how 

many I gave away or how fast I 

peeled, those peaches seemed to 

multiply overnight. I began to 

realize that too much of a good 

thing could be too much. I’m in 

the pits again! 

Dear Lord, forgive me if I seem 

ungrateful. I still love those little 

trees and I’m grateful to have fruit 

free for the picking and the 

pitting. But lord, this has made me 

think about how some other 

things in life turn into pitfalls.  

Chocolate is good for the taste 

buds but too much is bad for the 

poundage. Television can be 

wonderfully entertaining but too 

much numbs sensitivity and 

dumbs imagination. Material 

possessions are nice to have but 

too many can enslave. 

And freedom. Ah, fabulous 

freedom.  We all long for it, wait 

for it as youngsters, demand it as 

teenagers.  But when we get it, 

sometimes it’s so overwhelming 

we don’t know what to do with it.  

Thank you, Lord, for giving me 

the freedom to choose the work I 

do, the dreams I will dream, the 

life \I will lead.  But please give 

me guidance too, Lord.  Help me 

to avoid the pits and the pitfalls 
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and use my freedom wisely in this 

pitted but peachy world of yours. 

(Taken from: Mildew, mudpies, and 

miracles, by Bernadette McCarver 

Snyder) 

Thomasburg’s 162nd. 

Anniversary Service 

will be held on Sunday, October 

21st at 10:00 am. at Thomasburg. 

Music will be led by “Praise 

Friends”. 

This group is comprised of six very 

talented ladies who will impress 

you with their vocal harmonies and 

message.  Lunch to follow.  

Everyone welcome. 

 

 

Looking for a Change? 

The Worship Committee of the 

Joint Session are accepting 

inquiries and/or expressions of 

interest from anyone, regardless of 

background or lack thereof, in 

being involved in something new 

and important. 

New members to help shape the 

worship experience of both our 

traditional service and our 

upcoming contemporary service. 

Leadership and Staffing of the 

Contemporary Service.  Areas of 

involvement include but are not 

limited to: 

• Guest Services, 

• Audiovisual Support 

• Children’s Ministry 

• Follow-up Support 

• Small Group Support 

• Communications 

• Others as need arises 

The Contemporary Service will 

embrace more than just a different 

music style.  It will be user-

friendly to those who have little or 

no church background and serve as 

a gateway to “being church” rather 

than simply attending church. 

If you would like to explore either 

of these options further, please 

contact Tom Holmes 

(minister@rtpc.org) or members 

of the Worship Committee: Sue 

Flanagan, Marie Northey or Barb 

Sararas. - 

 

Coming Events October through November 

 

October 2018 

Oct. 2, 1:30 pm. at Trinity United: Roslin United 

Church Women.  Roll Call: Thanksgiving verse. 

Oct. 7, Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost, Creation 

Time 5, Thanksgiving Sunday, World Communion 

Sunday 

Oct. 8, Thanksgiving Day 

Oct. 10, 1:30 pm. Thomasburg United Church: 

Moira-Thomasburg United Church Women. 

Oct. 14, Twenty-first Sunday after Pentecost, 

Creation Time 6 

Oct. 17, 4:00 pm.: Kente Presbytery. 

Oct. 18, 2:00 pm. and 3:00 pm. at Stirling Manor & 

Towers: Chapel Services. 

Oct. 21, Twenty-second Sunday after Pentecost, 

World Food Sunday, International Day for the 

Eradication of Poverty, Thomasburg United 

Church’s 162nd Anniversary Service. 

Oct. 28, Twenty-third Sunday after Pentecost, 

Peace Sunday, Reformation Sunday 

November 2018 

Nov. 1, All Saints Day 

Nov. 4, Community Remembrance Service 

Nov. 6, 1:30 pm. at Trinity United: Roslin United 

Church Women.  Roll Call: Food Bank, Wear a 

Poppy 

Nov. 11, Twenty-fifth Sunday after Pentecost, 

Remembrance Sunday, Remembrance Day 

Nov. 14, 1:30 pm. Thomasburg United Church: 

Moira-Thomasburg United Church Women. 

Nov. 18, Twenty-sixth Sunday after Pentecost, 

Children’s Sunday 

Nov. 20, Transgender Day of Remembrance 

Nov. 21, 1:30 pm.: Kente Presbytery. 

Nov. 25, Twenty-seventh Sunday after Pentecost, 

Reign of Christ 

Nov. 27, 2:00 pm. at Moira Place: Chapel Service. 

mailto:minister@rtpc.org

